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Embryonic tail

A congenital pedunculated, tail -like lesion attached to the sacrum is characteristic of a 'human
tail'.[1] A variety of tumors and cysts like hamartomas, teratomas, lipomas and
lipomyelomeningocoeles, ependymomas, angiomatous naevi, non neoplastic perirectal
inflammatory conditions, giant cell tumors of sarcum are seen over lumbosacral area.[2]

In the present communication a boy with a 'human tail' is reported.

Case Report

A male child aged 8 years presented to skin OPD for itchy skin lesion over the lumbosacral
area. There was history of application of some 'native’ medicine at the base of 'tail' - like lesion
over back, which was present since birth. Cutaneous examination revealed a 2 inch long soft
pedunculated lesion, surrounding area had few crusted papules and plaques . Other system
examination including CNS did not reveal any abnormality clinically. A clinical diagnosis of
embryonal tail with contact dermatitis was made. Routine blood and urine examination findings
were within normal limit. X--ray of lumbosacral area did not reveal any spinal defect. Surgical
excision was done and subjected for histopathological examination. HPE findings revealed
normal epidermis with dermis consisting mainly of connective tissue and blood vessels.
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Discussion

Vestigeal tails are reported rarely in the literature.[3],[4] They may contain adipose tissue and
connective tissue, blood vessels and nerves but it does not contain bone, cartilage or spinal
cord elements.[1] Associated abnormalities include spina bifida, meningocoele, cleft palate, and
skeletal defects.

Careful physical examination and radiographic imaging of the area in the present case did not
reveal any other abnormalities, hence surgical excision of the lesion was done.
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